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What is Georgia
Voice of Design?
Born from a visit to the Chicago Museum of Science and Industry’s
Black Creativity exhibit, Georgia Voice of Design is an enthusiastic
celebration of of the design work and journeys of people of color in
Georgia. 

The GVOD committee met, proposed a list of design professionals, and
through research and a collection of personal experiences, selected 10
honorees. The committee expanded this to 11 to include the design
professional that designed the exhibit.

For the physical exhibit boards, each honoree completed a
questionnaire and submitted photos of themselves and their work.



The Exhibit The designs for the inaugural 2024
GVOD Celebration represent a modern
twist on vernacular traditions of pattern

making across numerous people groups
on the African continent. The triangular
shape speaks to concepts of harmony,
firmness or stability, and spirituality, its

dynamic repetition on the page, evoking
a zig-zagging pattern, embodies the

dynamism of the journey of life. The bold
expression of the fonts and color fills
represent the audacity, unapologetic
approach, and enduring nature of the
African Diaspora as whole, but also of
the individual designers that embody

these principles in their work.
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Exhibit Entrance at Buchead Art & Co. Christian Coles, Architect, Educator, & Exhibit Designer



Attendees had time to take in the exhibit,
mingle with honorees, and enjoy some

wine and charcuterie. Afterward, 
everyone settled in for a panel discussion

with the honorees.

Each honoree
had a chance to

engage and
share their

journies in their
personal and

career
achievements.

The Event
The exhibition was held 
on February 21st, 2024 

from 6-8pm at 
The Buckhead Art &  Co. 
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Panel Discussion



The Honorees
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The Honorees
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The Honorees
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By The Numbers
$4,400

The Georgia Voice of Design
Committee was very
intentional about the money
spent. 95% of the dollars spent
were spent at businesses
owned by people of color. The
remaining 5% of funds were
spent at retailers Amazon,
Awards.com, and FedEx Office.

Venue, Musician,
Bartender

Chair Rental $300

Catering $1600

Photo Backdrop $600

Awards $300

Misc. Supplies $150

Total Event Cost $8350

$6,500IIDA HQ Catalyst
Grant

Expenses Funding & Donations

Printing &
Mounting

Patron
Provided

Panel A/V
Patron

Provided

Graphic Design $1000

IIDA Georgia
Funds $1850

Other Insights
130Total RSVPs

110Total Attendees
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Ronnie Beliziare, Honoree 2024 Honorees

Renita Woodson
Lupita Murray Muriel Crawford
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Ronnie Belizaire Renita Woodson

Courtnei MaxwellLisa White Alaina Penn, Moderator, Muriel Crawford



Photo Gallery

Tchernavina Reese
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Christian Coles

Courtnei Maxwell, Ronnie Belizaire,
Alaina Penn

2024 Honorees & Committee Members
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Georgia Voice of Design Committee


