I I
GEORGIA
chapter
/
> A V.4 Y V ) V <« .
A b 4« YV VHyrv & /
\4
v < > Vv 4 A
\ A /
MM CEORGIA VOICE OF DESICN
N /

Chapter Awards Submission

February 28, 2025

\




[ IIDA Georgia Chapter Chapter Awards Submission j

What is Georgia
VVoice of Design?

Born from a visit to the Chicago Museum of Science and Industry’s \
Black Creativity exhibit, Georgia Voice of Design is an enthusiastic
celebration of of the design work and journeys of people of color in
Georgia.

The GVOD committee met, proposed a list of design professionals, and
through research and a collection of personal experiences, selected 10
honorees. The committee expanded thisto 11 to include the design
professional that designed the exhibit.

For the physical exhibit boards, each honoree completed a
@estionnaire and submitted photos of themselves and their work. /
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The Exhibit

Exhibit Entrance at Buchead Art & Co.

The designs for the inaugural 2024
GVOD Celebration represent a modern
twist on vernacular traditions of pattern

making across numerous people groups
on the African continent. The triangular
shape speaks to concepts of harmony,
firmness or stability, and spirituality, its

dynamic repetition on the page, evoking

a zig-zagging pattern, embodies the

dynamism of the journey of life. The bold
expression of the fonts and color fills
represent the audacity, unapologetic
approach, and enduring nature of the
African Diaspora as whole, but also of
the individual designers that embody

K these principles in their work.

BUCKHEAD

ART &

COMPANY

-
BEER ctural Designer/ Instructor

Christian Coles has a passion for designing for minority communities,
especially the African American community, and delving into the
human aspect of architecture and urban design by integrating
psychological principles into his work. He earned his Bachelor of
Science in Architecture alongside a certificate in Psychalogy from
Geargia Tech in 2016, followed by further studies at the University of
Michigan, exploring the intersection of architectural design and human
psychology. His thesis focused on the impact of racially restrictive
urban planning in Newport News, Virginia, and the resulting
challenges for the local African American community, along with
proposals for reconciliation.

Currently employed at CHASM Architecture in Aflanta, GA, he also
teaches a course on African American Design and Aesthetics online
through CPDI Africa, undergraduate design studios at Georgia Tech,
and acts as an advisor to Georgia Tech's VIP program concerning
Afrofuturism. Christian has previously taught studio courses at
Kennesaw State University on Cultural Efficacy Through Design and
Regenerative Urban Design in Allanta’s Sweet Auburn neighborhood.

Christian advocates for approaches to design that tell a trivmphant
narrative concerning the daily lives of minority communities, reconcile
a history of racially restrictive and exploilive design praclices, and
explore black fulures. His latest entrepreneurial endeavor, Melanite
Futures Tribe, is dedicated to fostering empowerment among
communities, encouraging them lo envision a range of vibrant futures
that celebrate the essence, joy, and diversity of black experiences. This
vision is realized through multi-disciplinary design interventions,
workshops, consulling services, and speaking engagements.

EfiosT ALWAYS, THE CREATIVE
IPEDICATED MINORITY HAS MADE THE
WoRLD BETTER..”

Christian Coles, Architect, Educator, & Exhibit Designer
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The Event

/The exhibition was held\ 4 Each honoree\
on February 21st, 2024 had a chance to
from 6-8pm at engage and
share their

\T he Buckhead Art & Coy

journies in their
personal and
career
\achievementS/

~

ttendees had time to take in the exhibit,

A
mingle with honorees, and enjoy some
wine and charcuterie. Afterward,

everyone settled in for a panel discussion
_ with the honorees. Y
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NCIDQ, LEED AP

Ronnia Belizaira is 2n aceomplishad araject exac five renowned
for mer wark with various cempanies, includ ng several Forune
500 corporatizns, where she has playsd a piveral role in
fransforming organizat ans “hrough design. Hr experise spans
architecturz, interior dasign, b-ond=d environments, master
plznnng, ren estctedevelzpment, diversty and indusion, E3G,
<cofital planning, afd clignt relotionshios, Vith an extersive
portfalic covering naarly 300 geres ond ovar § million square
feat of archieciural, intariors, end industrizl projects across Merth
Amarica, Belizaire is o passionate azvozate for equitakle and
inclusive practiees in the built envirenmer.

A proud graducte of bath Flerida ABM and Farida State
Universities, Ronnic holds a Bache lor o Sciencs in Business
Manacgement ond MEA from FAMU, a'ong with a Maser of
Science in Inerior Cesign from FSU. Cumently, she serves anthe
Advisory Board for the Interior Architecture & Deslgn Program at
FsU.

In add tion, Ronnie has dedicatad ~er fime 1 the International
Inverior Design Assoc atizn [IDAI, where she served as the 11D4
Georgiz Chapter Presidert from 2013-2014 and as the 1IDA
Fzundatien Chair rom 2017-2012 Since 2019, she nas bzen an
active zontributor 2n |IDA's Internafiznal Board of Direglors and
curreritly hzlds the posit on of Presidant. Bevord her pratessianal
rolas, Rannle actively snzages with the commu-iry threugh
volurtesr work, driven by her aspiration ro promgie goodwill

threugh the sransformative power of design

DESIGH INDUSTRY CAN TAKE INDVIDVALS
QUITE THE PROTESSIONAL ROLLERCOASTER STAY

CunioUs AND ENIOY THE mIpE!

ging Principal

Tehernavina Reese is ane of the managing
principals ot The Hunter Group Architects and
has over more than 20 years of sxperisnce.
She played a crucial rolz in establishing and
deaveloping the inferior design department, which
specializes in offering hea thcare, architectura
and interiar design services, as well as cliant
services for burniture, Rxtures, and artwark
(FF&E). Since the inceplicn of the interior design
dapartment in 2009, Tchernavina and her team
have designed mere than 1 million square feet

Tehernavina completed her Bacheler of
Architecture with hanars ram Southern University
in Batan Rouge, Lovisiana.

Apart from managing the firm, Tchernavina
spends her weekends volunteering and visifing
Disney or running marathons at Disney,

EVE THAT NoTHING WorrH HAVING:
MES EASY. \F Ir WERE EASY EVERYONE
WoulD HAVE tr or BE DOING, T."

Renitc Woodsen is a NCIDQ licensed & LEED AP
certificd interior designer whose passion 's to create
functional and innovative designs that enhance the lives
cf all who experience them.

With 15 years chexpenance ir interiar design, her belief
that the most iipertent element 0 every dosign arc the
people whe use it [fis fhis belief that guides enita

as she aopfoaches every projact. Whethar Pediatric
Healthcare, Multifamily deve cpments or recantly
Praduct Design, the desire to create unicue enviranmerdts
and expericnces drives her and citention 1o detail

and ensures resulls that resonate with the users while
surpassing clients’ expectations. In 2009, she created
Renitc Falana Designs, her own Atlenta based design
firm c13 at eonteiner to ol aw her ia praclies desigr in a
more authentic way. Since that fme, her goc! continues
to be - a consistent composer of clevedy functional
design.

Renite: halds & Bachelar of Sine Aris dagree in |Alerior
Design from American 'nterConfinental University and
o Bochelor of Science degiee in Compuler Science
from Spelman Cellege. She resides in Arlanta with her
huskand and three childen,

wmmmu

Prosti] Dvsmg - Teta by 912

ke /Business Development

With degrees Fram the Unversity of Cinzinnati and Keni State,
Fom Robinson bas pr the art of design since 1998, She
began her caresr in Ohio before being transferrad to ASD | SKY's
headqua ters in Atlanta. A velued team player, Pam's reliabilivy
and consisently fresh outlook made her the go-to resource “ar
on-call cliant porilolio projects She has complated courtlass
nationwide locatiors fer KPS, Mckenra, Long & Aldrige [now
Centors), urd FridewalethouseCoopers, juost o nome-diop o few

el b soalialiendd peepiesal liesals

While at ASC|SKY, Fam led o number of commurity projects
including guiding art claszes for @Promise’s at-nsk children;
assisting children with hands-on crafts hrough Wezre; warking
with co-werkars to craate o ‘ready to wear” dress for IIDA
Gaorgia’s Dratsed event; and panticizating in IDA's Zero LzndFill
challerge,

With o ~atual eye far interior desige. Pam chose his field to

affer clhients an elavsled experiance whelhar they were warking,
gathering for a meal, or simply enjawving a ceffee tegethar.
Embrocing that lile iz the journey, not the destination, she wanted
to maks every stop aleng the way weort? savoring. Pam anjays
walking the line between apulerce and acceesibility. She
erdecvors to design comforrable spoces with intentiznal touches of

eleggneis nd whimsy

Whean she isn't creafing wnic.e 2xcesiences within biill spores,
Pom enjoys spending time wath her husbanz, the rdaughtes anz
grandchildren: cultivating her garden: and ploying with her deg.

0 CHANEL SAID 1T BEST, 'DEFORE You LEAVE
HOUSE, Lok 1 THE Mition AND TAKE oNE
MG OFF, " THE SAME PRINCIFLE APPUES To

INTERIOR DESICN !
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Barn and raised in Hyde Perk Chicoge, Lupire Murray's
creative falent stems from being o third generation of
artists to attend the Art Institute of Chicago. Witha
degree in intericr architecture, Lupita approaches each
project as o unigue eanvas. Transforming spoces into
caplivating hervens is more than o jab for this seasoned
interior designer. With a keen eve for detall, Lupla s
crmed wi' g passion for ereating environments with an
artishic flair and o love for cultural diversity, ol owing
her to weave a tapestry of fexturas and calars that
evoks emofion and rzlls ¢ unique narrative. With o
perifolic that boasts diverse projects from educakon/
science and technology to dynamic cammercial
spaces, each project reflects o commitment fo creating
cimospheres thal enhance well-being. Oulsids the
desgn realm, she draws inspiration fram cultrl
explorations, viaranr colors o nerure, global euisire,
ond the ever-evolving fcpestry and rhythm of city life.

Currently Lupita Is en associate, senior 'nferlor designer
with Harris+3mith and laads their irferior cesign studic
with cver 301 yeors in her professional career

IGH 1S AN EVER-EVOLVING FIELD,
D STAYING INFORMED ENHANCES Youn
SIS AND CrREATIVITY.”

k.

e withinn gover mmenl, caipo
kil v sl cxbilit
thet ey ennsks e

smpleyes rmienton ik atives, WHE ho'ds covater cartficadons with the
Wame's Business Ersarprite Nadana Courcil (WBERIC), Minarity Supplier
Diversity Czume | MSMUC) and Woman Ownoe Smel Besrec [WOSH)
WHE is cannstantly awardad mich high profile pro ach s #ie Hombiald Jacksen
Inte-national airpert ekpansion, Hospals tosked with urexpocted Facility changes
from tha sondemic, Bmery Wnwersite's LEED-cortifed accdomic buidings
Microacit's Atantic Yarda campus cnd se many more

Asun engaged nenber of e Commeral Feal Zsae Women [CREW), Lisa
hos serverd on the Progroms Comemittes, co-chnirs the Civmsty, Bquity & Inclsion
committee, participned i he leacdarshis Progror, vouneered with Atlosin
Wamen's Faundation, aqd Hobita! fae Humening Lisa alio ke ds o sear an the
board of the Mussum of Zetign Alania (MODA)

, =0 wos insfrumantal in prosiding
. g ate o5 a foending mambor and went on re chair
thair prog-ams commitee. As co-hoat of *Sma | Business Mablera,” Lisa had the
oppottarity to say it forward by shzring ol bor secur ng cerffication and
warhing with lederol ngencies.

Fyrind supparting peers and clieals, s is on advacate for ampoweiag oo
e generztian wih career plenning ioals, immerdew preporedaess ord
cammuniy irvalaran though har afliations win Yezr Lp ans S5 Seouns of
Amarica,

Lisa adrbuces ber success o a sepporve fomily. She is the proud mem of s

odult cildren, Jelani and ourey, both col ege graduates ane oecamalisred

prolessoras The b <k ol her kouadation which alse des her sibnga ard
their crafts and o schition:
zaces fou thaie clients Mot

s oo ssne ot o e [

THE SToRE, AlRPORT OR 1N THE CLASSROOM, THAT

PERSON COMLD BE THE KEY TO Your SUCCESS.

year at KSU, and is cn “ematy nester” in every sanse of the prase. Daticn
and Canslwcion hos been a part of Fe icia’s life frem a ve v young age

- 17e grew up cuttirg out house loor plans I tha Sunday Faper ond

draw ng her awn flzo® plapiidddinenslly. ber dad, who garted his career
o e consbucBun proje: aanege, wonld bike Felicic o hee buotles o
Fis cenzruciion sies ofier ehurch e vory Sundey  begrudgingly they went.
She is bayend thankful for tae eppertunity o wateh projeets ce ng built
from the ground up, specially cne designed oy | . Peiin Dallas, Texos.
11 1938, che groduated fiom the Uriverctr, of Oklahoma with o bachalars
degree in intrjgr archifectxe.

Aar design earcer storfad at a full-serv ez architecture and design Frm
where sha leame:d and grew b s, bater moving an to oncther Frm
where she spent 12 % yzars designirg ond manazing irforions orejocts.
Her infreducicn to healthzare design bagan when she joined the Panning,
D and Constretion deparment of = major children s healtheare
sysem, She spent 10 ¥ years suppering cazital projects operaticnal
pracajeects, anilocee sele: tiocoe md develapingg cod maisdsiog Lot cmd
intarior finish slandards. Felicia kax developee numeraus skills th-oughout
ber carser Fam maraging cimnt relakaaships, provdng desgr ssnizes,
1o consuliing design firms /furnirvee declors on beit degigr soluilans for
corporate ard healhears standards. In 2018, she jeinzd a repulablz and
s cesshl inke i where she manoged ord designed nunemus
projects duri 8-year tenure. Fal cia narrowed her focue, specializing
in "ea thoare projects.

Mibough her arefessional oass on lics in he design werld. cheia

sl nssinoie asou canfwing o wolch her dooghie: gros ik o
comaasionale, wite. and self-suficiant young woman, |1 has been the
greatzst privilage of har flite. Fram the moment Lailo woghbam, Sslicia knew
Fer purpess — 1o nu-iure Lalla’s heart and mind to thaif fulles: potantial.

. ol THAT SPARK oF ColNECTION WHEN
WEET A CLIENT FOR THE FIRST TIWE AND JUST

KNoW A REWARDING RELATIONSHIP LIES AHEAD.

RID, IDA, NCIDQ

or of Interiors

Forward-thinking, Elevated - ara just a few of the
atirbuies hot embody the drive, visizn, and stde of Inferior Desigrer
Courtnel Mzxwell. A Hamplen University gradusle and Registered
Interior Designer, Courreis uniqua perspactive on dasicn comas
Trem b prine pal laining in archikeeure, snd the deep irleres
in the eflects of color, fexturs and the smolioal resporie svokes
by the urban envianment, which she vses az o foundatizn for her
intericr Inspiration  Caurtnel, @ ratve of Loudsille, KY disczvered her
poasion for design and creaficn ata very zarly age. The welcomed
suzperl ond encouragement from ner porents ond baing nurlured in
an atmosphere of Alrizan American ard sthnic pride, catapulted zll
tre components of ber lile's vision

As Director of Interiors at CHASM Architecture, Covrined orings
exbeny ve knowledge and expertise, contibutiog o her shiengths
indesizn. Her ability to focus on the details of complex projects
produces aesthetically distinguished results, With more than 15 yecrs
ol weperivncs, Courlie is well versed in Higleer Eduoulion, K12,
Corporate, Civic, Heslthcare, Muli-Family and Aviation design.
She was a key tzam member in the cemprehznsve 1.25 million SF
of intarior renovations for Hznsfislz-Jackson Adanta ntemational
Airpact-Airide Modenizatio Project He: wark sthic demansrates
relentless commitrent to strong design conzepts anz re-imaginad
innovation.

Courtne: is commilted fo sarving the community by volunbeering with
the Gaorgia Chaptar of the Internatiznal |ataricr Design Associatizn
(DAY, Cournei is o membet on the board ared conlifliss i e
falents by perfisizating on commitiees for signzhure events.

DETALS ARE NOT THE DETAILS. ..
Y MAKE THE DESICH”

“CHAPLES BAMES

Sourtosamt Arbeanins Callogn Shasant Znte
“Ware Biatt. AX
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gner/ Sr. Project Manager

Ms. Ayers extensive history of sxperience in both project
mancgement and design leads ber fo cansistently
achieves suceesstul results on orogressive project
assignments. As o munagern, she is experisnced i
handlirg campl=x prajeets with o broad range in size
ond type from (start-ups at 20,0C0 5F to large hospitals
cver a millian 57). Ms. Ayers has a praven ahility to
sarisfy clizntexpectations while effectively working
within established budyels, cosls and schedules, Her
rapid respanse ta elisnts is cugmentzd by har eucellant
design/managemsn skills ond dedicalion lu her work,

M. Ayers alec has impressive organization skills. Her
previous experience in conslruchion as senior eslimaior
and project director 2nables her to effectively bridge
the gup balween design ord consliuclion, Ms Avers’
experience and commitment e monitaring warkflew,
preject hours and schedulas from initiation to meve-in
has enabled the ciznt ko maximize their overall goals
and dollar valve of their project. Her uncerstarding
and ability lo covurdincte with mulliple stukeholders
including |T vendars, AY, and FEAF whils sarving as a
client representative allows her to corsistently deliver
successhul projects

E SAY 1O FIND Y [N THE PROCESS
D NoT THE FINISHED CoAL. | SAY FIND
S04 W o,

one's houghity

. MY BoAL 'S T DROP THE ECO
AND BETRUE."

Futurist.ooml

Chestian Coles has a pasion fa designieg far minaciby communities
espacia ly the n American community, and delving infe the
hurran aspect of orchitecture and urban zesign by irlegrating
popr-aalaggincal prined 1o b waark. s st b B wlon o
Scicnce in Archi re alongzida = certifizate in Psycho ogy from

Tech in 2014, Fzllowed by further studies ar the Iniversiy of

n, exploring the intersect on o architecieral des go ord waan
paycrology. His thesis focused on the impact of racially resiriztive
urban planning in Mewpert Mews, Virgirio, and the rasulting

the lacal African Awericcn communily, o wilh

praposals for recanaliation.

Currently employved ot THAZM Aschitaciure in Afzntg, GA, he ale
teaches a course or Af-ccn American Dhasign and Aesthetizs online
through CPLI Afrco, undergracucte design studies ol Geargia Tech,
ard aets as on odvisor o Geargic Tedh's VIP program concerning
Adroluterizm. Chiistar praviously taught shedic courses of
Kennesaw State Un versity an Cultural Eficacy Through Desgr ard
Regenemiive J-bar Desigr in Aflanto's Swae: Auburn neighborhood

Chrslion advecates ‘or cpproaches te cesign that tell a trivmphant
ncrathve concerrirg the deily Ivee of mineriry commur it es, reconcila
a histary o mzinlly nestictve cod meploilive design preciicoss, and
explare b ack futures, i3 lotest entrapreneunal endeave, Melanite
Futures Tribe, it dadicated to fostering empowsment amang
cammunifies, secouroging e o enision o ange of ibat e
that celebrate he ssserce, oy, ond diversity of black experisnzes, Ths
vigion is raalized threugh muli-disciplinary cesign inlervantons,

wawkshaps, mowalling services ond snenking engo
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By The Numbers

Funding & Donations

Expenses

Venue, Musician,

Bartender
Graphic Design
Chair Rental
Catering

Photo Backdrop
Awards

Misc. Supplies

Total Event Cost

$4,400

$1000
$300

$1600
$600
$300

$150

$8350

IIDA HQ Catalyst
Grant

Printing &
Mounting

Panel A/V

IIDA Georgia
Funds

$6,500

Patron
Provided

Patron
Provided

$1850

Other Insights
Total RSVPs 130

Total Attendees 110

The Georgia Voice of Design
Committee was very
intentional about the money
spent. 95% of the dollars spent
werespent at businesses
owned by people of color. The
remaining 5% of funds were
spent at retailers Amazon,
Awards.com, and FedEx Office.
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Photo Gallery
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Renita %odson
Lupita Murray

.
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hoto Gallery

o N
Ronnie Belizaire
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Lisa White

¥
Courtnei Maxwell

enn, Moderator, Muriel Crawford
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Alaina
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Photo Gallery
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